
DECEMBER 28, 2022 

 

The regular meeting of the Village of Cassadaga was held on December 28, 2022, 
at 7:00 PM with Mayor William Dorman presiding. Trustees present included Bill 
Astry, Cindy Flaherty, Mark Wilson and Cathy Cruver.  
 
Pledge Of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Dorman read the guidelines Pursuant to Village Law 4-400 about 
participation from guests during a meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION # 156 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Trustee Astry to approve Organizational Meeting minutes 
of December 14, 2022, second by Trustee Cruver after adding at end of meeting; 
Mayor Dorman handed out Code of Ethics law and instructed them to sign it and 
return to clerk. VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. Trustee Astry moved, seconded by 
Trustee Flaherty to approve the minutes of December 14, 2022. VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 
NAYS.  
 
RESOLUTION # 157 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Trustee Flaherty to approve agenda, second by Trustee 
Astry. VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 
 
GUESTS:  
Tonia Wilson, 33 Pettit Place, Braden Carmen; Observer reporter, John Sipos, 5 
Pennington, Bob Dahl, 55 Maple Avenue, Janet Ferry, 48 Park, Kathy Wickmark, 
9191 Stockton Rd., Fredonia, Kennedy Pattison, 308 Maple Avenue, Michelle 
Pattison, 308 Maple Avenue, Katie Pattison, 308 Maple Avenue, Rose Carr, 7419 
Nelson Rd., Jay Carr, 7419 Nelson Rd.  
 
Tonia Wilson, 33 Pettit Place, Cassadaga and Co-Owner of Wilson Endurance 
Sports stated the following. 
      I would like to address the complaints filed against Trustee Wilson, myself, 
and Wilson Endurance Sports. 
      At the very first meeting that we attended in 2016 seeking permission to bring 
our events to Cassadaga, Mark was our spokesperson.  
      Moving forward, as long as Mark is a Village Board Trustee, I will be reporting 
for Wilson Endurance Sports on all aspects of the business, including donations, 
parking, insurance and permit applications.  
      Regarding my presence on the ethics committee; As long as Mayor Dorman 
and Attorney Joe Calamari are in agreement that my position does not conflict 
with the Village Board then I shall remain on the committee.  If not; at their 
request to step down, I will do so immediately.  
 



John Sipos, Village Historian congratulated new Village Trustee Cathy Cruver. He 
gave us a brief history lesson. Eighty years ago in December 1942 Burnham was 
annexed to the Village of Cassadaga. Burnhams started where the cemetery on 
Maple Avenue ends and it went to the Town of Stockton boundary.  The railroad 
was in Burnham and there was a general store on the corner of Frisbee and Maple 
Avenue. 
 
Bob Reuther, 231 Dale Drive commented that he has worked with both Tonia and 
Mark Wilson on the sidelines and they are both upstanding residents and do 
things correctly.  
  
ATTORNEY JOE CALIMERI REPORT – Absent 
  
MAYOR DORMAN’s REPORT  
Updates: 

• Since this is the last meeting for 2022, I want to take this opportunity to 

thank all the board members for their service through a challenging and 

sometimes contentious year. To quote Trace Adkins: “Tough times don’t 

last, tough people do…”  

• Your collective efforts are very much appreciated, and I look forward to 

serving with you as we enter 2023 which will undoubtedly have its own 

challenges. 

New Correspondence: 

• I also want to extend a welcome to Cathy Cruver for her first full meeting as 

a trustee and thank her in advance for any contributions she makes.  

• Reported that the Cassadaga Job Corp requested use of Community Room 

for shelter if they lost power for their students.  When he sent a text to the 

board, they all responded that if they need food or anything to let them 

know. 

CLERK ASTRY’S REPORT  

• She asked board members if they want her to have materials ready for next 
meeting to begin budget process or do they want to start reviewing the 
STR draft.  It was decided that she would prepare budget materials.  

• She read letter from Dennis Collins expressing his distain on how the 
board and various committees that report to the board are treated at board 
meetings, through emails and Facebook. He stated that he is not against 
criticism as long as it is constructive and not vindictive. He stated that 
some of the criticism that these volunteers and Board members have 
received in the past is not constructive criticism. It is character 
assassination. Their ethics have been challenged; their integrity has been 
attacked. You know these people and have worked side by side with them 
in various events.  To say that they have lost their ethical compass is a 
disservice to all of us. He challenged those engaged in such behavior to 



come forward and volunteer for the village. Ruthless vitriol without active 
participation in helping towards constructive solutions is against what 
Cassadaga stands for.  

 
DEPUTY CLERK MCCHESNEY – Absent 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. BATHHOUSE AT BEACH-ARPA Trustee Astry stated that Chris Cooke is 
working on the bid documents. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
1. APPROVE PAY RATE INCREASES 
2. ANNUAL REVIEW OF COMPHENSIVE PLAN 
3. INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW OF EXPANSION OF RESIDENCY 

REQUIREMENTS FOR APPOINTED VILLAGE OFFICIALS.  
 
RESOLUTION # 158 
APPROVE PAY RATE INCREASES FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND 
DEPUTY CLERK. 
Trustee Astry moved to increase the pay rate of Jason Luce, Code Enforcement 
Officer to $19.00 per hour and Annette McChesney, Deputy Clerk to $19.00 per 
hour effective January 1, 2023, seconded by Trustee Wilson.  Discussion: The 
minimum wage is increasing to $14.20 per hour in New York State effective Jan. 1, 
2023.  Jason is completing his training soon and Annette has shown tremendous 
ability as Deputy Clerk, and both deserve more than $15.00 per hour. VOTE: 4 
AYES, 0 NAYS.  
 
Trustee Flaherty reported that she has spoke with Nancy Wickmark, Chairman of 
the Comprehensive Plan and Planning Board and will review and have report by 
next meeting on updates of Progress Tracking. It was noted that Zoning Law 
Review and Local Law review should not show completed on tracking form. 
 

RESOLUTION # 159 
INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 1 OF 2023 EXPANSION OF RESIDENCY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR APPOINTED VILLAGE OFFICIALS. 
Trustee Astry moved, seconded by Trustee Flaherty to introduce the following 
Local Law 1 of 2023 for the expansion of residency requirements for appointed 
Village officials. VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 

LOCAL LAW NUMBER 1 OF 2023 

Village of Cassadaga 

Expansion of Residency Requirements for appointed Village officials 
 
Section 1. Legislative Intent. 
It is the intent of this local law to allow the Village of Cassadaga to expand the 
residency requirements of appointed officials as authorized pursuant to Village 
Law Section 3-300. 



 
Section 2. Authority. 
This local law is adopted pursuant to Section 10 of the New York State Municipal 
Home Rule Law and Village Law Section 3-300(2) which authorizes the enactment 
of a local law by the Village Board of Trustees to expand the residency 
requirements of appointed officials within villages in the State of New York. 
 
Section 3. Expansion of Residency Requirements 
The Village Board in and for the Village of Cassadaga, County of Chautauqua, 
hereby enacts this local law to authorize the expansion of the residency 
requirements for the office of appointed officials within the Village so that such 
appointed person or persons may reside within the Townships of Stockton, 
Pomfret, Arkwright and Charlotte. 
 
Section 4. Effective Date. 
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of the New 
York State Secretary of State.   

RESOLUTION # 160 
SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR LOCAL LAW 1 OF 2023 
Trustee Astry moved, seconded by Trustee Cruver to set the Public Hearing for 
Local Law 1 of 2023 for January 11, 2023, at 6:30PM in the Community Room, 22 
Mill Street.  VOTE; 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 
 
RESOLUTION # 161 
TABLE LOCAL LAW 1 OF 2023 
Trustee Astry moved to Table Local Law 1 of 2023, seconded by Trustee Cruver. 
VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 
 

SUPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS: SAM ALAIMO-Absent 
Trustee Astry reported: 

• They are keeping roads cleaned. 

• They will pick up Christmas trees only by end of January. 
 
TRUSTEE ASTRY’S REPORT  

• Reported on CVFD November 2023 calls. EMS calls-16, Fire Calls-19, Alarm 
Activation-1, Request for Gator-1, Mutual Aid given-3 and Mutual Aid 
received-2.  Total Calls-25, with total manhours-56.57 

 
TRUSTEE FLAHERTY’S REPORT 

• Reported that zoning committee has completed the STR draft, and it has 
been sent to the rest of the board and our attorney for review and 
comments.  

 
TRUSTEE WILSON’S REPORT – No report 
 
TRUSTEE CRUVER’S REPORT- No report 



RESOLUTION # 162 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Trustee Flaherty moved, seconded by Trustee Astry to approve the financial 
report for December 28, 2022.  VOTE: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS.  
   
  GENERAL FUND 12/28/2022       $   215,792.77 
  WATER FUND 12/28/222            $     98,797.33 
  RESERVE CVFD EQ.  $     20,906.71 
  RESERVE DPW EQ.  $     12,447.09 
  RESERVE WATER REPAIRS $     50,290.05 
  RESERVE FOR DEBT SERVICE $   283,138.38 
 
RESOLUTION # 163 
APPROVAL OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 
A motion was made by Trustee Flaherty, seconded by Trustee Wilson to approve 
the bills and payroll as follows: 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 
PAYROLL General Fund, 12/23/22           cks: 5868-5870          $   3,217.40 
PAYROLL Water Fund, 12/23/22             cks: 5868-5870           $   2,052.76 
ABSTRACT December 28, 2022, General Cks: 9741-9747        $   5,160.37 
ABSTRACT December 28, 2022, Water Cks: 9741-9747           $   1,562.14  
 
Being no further business, Trustee Astry moved to adjourn at 7:33 PM, seconded 
by Trustee Wilson. VOTE 4 AYES, 0 NAYS. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roxanne Astry 
Village Clerk Treasurer 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 


